SBS College Curriculum Committee

April 23, 2008

9-10:30am

Smith Lab 4187

Approved Minutes

Present: Thompson, Mumy, Liddle, McGraw (interim chair), Jen Klosterman-Lando, Bellair, Hallihan, Maleski, Haddad

1. Approval of 4-2-08 minutes  Unanimously Approved
2. Sociology Pre-req changes (revised)
a. History: About 4 out of 5 lower level courses currently have no pre-reqs.  See “U- only” chart for those that do.  Some courses, such as Eng 111 do not exist anymore.  Discussion of individual U courses.

b. Pre-req of one 200-400 level Soc course as a gateway mechanism that would not limit student options by identifying a small number of courses.  This ensures availability of relevant courses from students,

c. The 487 & 488 are not needed to succeed in upper level courses; students who declare a major are adequately prepared with Soc 101 and a 200-400 level course.

d. Non-majors, or those who have not declared yet, however are not required to take Soc 101 first but could only take a 200-400 course.  Is this a problem?  

i. Soc 101 is a general topics course that introduces students to the various aspects of the field and are helped to focus on areas of interest, which is more relevant for potential majors than others.

e. Are there many substantive courses at the 200-400 level?  Is there enough variation within the curriculum to give students an adequate intro to Soc/Crim by eliminating the pre-reqs? Yes.

f. Can one really have a 500 or 600 course in a major with so few pre-reqs? See rationale #2: Soc also has 101 as a pre-req to declaring the major, so this plus a 200-400 level course before taking a 500 or 600 level course.  Also students who are non-majors could use a 400 level class, for example, as a gateway to other courses.
Motion to approve: Liddle  2nd Bellair

Unanimously Approved
3. Preliminary Discussion Soc 501

a. Designed by 2 faculty who will teach it, adding to upper level offerings in social stratification area, which is seen as core of Sociology program
b. Solicit concurrences from Anthropology, Geography, Economics

c. Is there a distinctive approach to Globalization and is the Kerbo book representative of that?

d. Some out of date materials, especially Ezra Vogel text – regional topics such as 1991 section on Asia, which does not take into account the 1997-98 East Asian developments

e. Most recent text, Paul Collier, is an Economist and discusses Africa, but is not listed as discussing Africa

f. Course needs a Sociological Core – is there a distinctive approach to globalization?  It must have to do with stratification.

g. Paul Bellair to contact instructors with follow-up information

4. Soc 673B (change to 505)
a. New title and new number for an existing topics course.  General topics title potentially decreases enrollments, new title and number will help students find and enroll in the course

b. 505 number puts it at beginning of 500 listings, increasing visibility

c. Title selected by Ruth Peterson who currently teaches course

d. Grad students in Sociology could take it but it would not be counted by Sociology grad program

Unanimously Approved
5. Discussion of rep for CCI for next year (only) and Prabu to take over thereafter. 
a. Please send nominations to Gene Mumy

